Ride, Write & Win!

* Captivate your audience. Your story should have an “angle” Why should the reader
want to visit these places? Themes are nice.

* Provide helpful tips. What did you discover along the way which may be valuable
to readers? Perhaps position them in a sidebar.

* Be prepared. Plan on the trip taking longer than it would if you were not photo-
graphing it and taking notes. Resign yourself to the fact that this process takes time.

* Include captions. Write creative captions that correspond with each photo or group
of photos. Captions for the photos should be numbered and match the sequential
numbers of the photos, or provide an index of the images. Be sure to include the .
photographer’s full name for crediting purposes. J{

* Word count. Tours are usually printed between 1,200 and 1,500 words, however, \\'h
include more if possible.

* Format. All text documents should be a word doc., typed in New Times Roman, and saved to a CD or DVD.
A list of source info (Hard Data) for sights and locations should appear as follows;
<Hard Data>9
Company name9
Product (hotel, restaurant, landmark, etc.)q
Phone numberq
Web site address9 Py
GPS coordinates if available Femmoto 2007

* Patience! Don’t become discouraged if your
article is not accepted or printed right away.
Monthly issues are planned with geographical
regions in mind and if you covered a region
that was recently covered in the magazine,
your story may have to wait.

* Beyond the tour. RoadBike is always looking
for motorcycle event coverage and destina-
tion stories as well. Those are usually 400 to
500 words in length.

Sample event story. Sample destination story.
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RoadBike Tour Photography Tips

* Shoot as many pictures as possible. Take extra memory cards or download images to another storage
device at the end of each day. (Digital pictures at 72 dpi should be at least 32 x 47. Six megapixel cameras set
at the highest resolution is minimum. Professional-quality color slides may also be accepted.)

» Compose a great shot. Take your time to set up a great picture. Shoot several views of each scene.
Position the subject matter both centered in the frame and offset. Leave room around the subject so the
image can bleed off the printed page.

» Watch the lighting. Try several different exposures and be cognizant of where the sun is in relation to
your subject. In most cases, you want to keep the sun to your back and avoid getting the photographer’s
shadow in the photo. Dramatically lit shots are usually taken at sunrise and sunset.

* Consider carrying a small tripod. Not only can you set the camera to get yourself in the shot, but it will
help in low-light situations.

* Motorcycles! Shoot scenery with and without motorcycles.

* People. Include people in some of your pictures, motorcyclists and non-riders.
Show the “locals” in their natural habitat, both candid and posed.

* Edit at home. Sort through the images when you get home. Delete the blurry, dark,
and bad pictures. Include about 25 to 75 of the best pictures that illustrate the story.

* Got bad photos? If you didn’t get enough good pictures or want to supplement
what you've got, contact the chamber of commerce for pro-quality, royalty-free art.

* Submit. Burn the original, unretouched image files to a CD or DVD and send via
US Postal service to the following address:

RoadBike

Re: Tour Submission =
1010 Summer St., 3rd Fl.
Stamford, CT 06905




