ToolBox: Bike Build
Cruizer Custormzing Kuryakym Bike

BY STEVE LITA
L ast month we featured Polly Kavanaugh, the

avid rider and motorcycle enthusiast in our
March Reader Profile. I guess you could say
that Polly likes her VTX1300 just the way it is, or
was. When I first laid eyes on her orange cruiser, it
was mild, to say the least: stock exhaust, stock air
cleaner, a few small upgrades, and farkles. It was an
almost blank canvas for bike-mod nuts like Kyle
Bradshaw of Cruiser Customizing and me.

First on the to-do list was losing the bone-stock air
cleaner assembly to give Polly and her VTX some-
thing a bit more exciting. We decided to
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Even though we didn’t free up engine breathing

with an aftermarket exhaust, the engine will still ben-
efit from a more open intake system. The instructions
for the jet kit (included with the Hypercharger) actu-
ally have recommendations for jetting with or without
the stock exhaust. With some municipalities now
scrutinizing motorcycle exhaust systems, those of you
who prefer to keep it quiet and clean can still reap the
benefits of an aftermarket air cleaner. The stock
Honda VTX airbox is notorious for restricting flow,
and removing the stock box will provide a noticeable
seat-of-the-pants improvement in acceleration.
Installation of the Pro-R Hypercharger is especially
easy, on the line of VTX 1300 cruisers because the car-
buretor doesn’t have to be removed from the engine. I
was blown away. This was the first bike I’ve ever jetted
where the mess and fuss of carb removal wasn’t
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All the parts, fresh out of the box: the jet kit and genuine
K&N filter are included.

Preassemble the replacement chrome carb cap, but don’t
tighten the bolts at this time.

Remove the seat, prop up the tank, and then remove the
stock air cleaner and spark plug covers. Luckily the entire
rejet can be done without removing the carb from the engine.
Drain the fuel bowl, and remove it to gain access to the jets.

Remove the four screws holding the stock carb cap on.

mandatory. It couldn’t be any more convenient. Sweet.

Polly was happy with the mod and the perform-
ance gain. The air cleaner element is easier to access
for maintenance now, and the K&N filter is washable
and can be reoiled again and again. The Hypercharger
looks trick and gets attention. Thanks go to Cruiser
Customizing in Livermore, California, for letting us
tag along on the project. Check in again next month
for more trick bolt-ons to Polly’s pride.



The Hypercharger’s front butterflies operate on engine vacuum, or rather
they operate on lack of engine vacuum. At rest, with the engine not run-
ning, there is no vacuum signal coming from the engine’s induction system,
so the big blades are wide open. Upon starting the bike, the engine pro-
duces engine vacuum, and this vacuum draws on the Hypercharger
diaphragm, closing the blades during idle and low rpm use. Once there is
engine load (rolling on the throttle), the vacuum signal drops, and the
blades spring wide open to allow maximum airflow.
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A helper slightly tilts the carb away from the
engine so Kyle can gain access to the jets.

Only two parts to replace: the new #185 main The main support bracket and manifold are now Place the K&N filter element and filter lid in
jet and #65 pilot jet are installed. Clean the added to the carburetor. The carb cap brackets place, and bolt-on the outer Hypercharger body.
bowl with some spray carb cleaner and (step two) can be tightened and bolted to the You may have to squeeze the halves together to
replace it. cylinder heads. get a good seal on the filter and get the bolts

started.

After shimming the stock needle with the 0.8"
shim, reinstall the slide and diaphragm, and cap ¥
it all off with the new chrome Kiiryakyn carb top After bolting on the Hypercharger inner body, the
from step two. main support bracket can be tightened.

Hook up some emissions system lines to the 90
degree fittings, tap into a vacuum source for the
Hypercharger throttle blades, reinstall the tank

and seat, and go. RB

CRUISER CUSTOMIZING
4671 Las Positas Rd.
Livermore, CA 94551
888/302-9789

www.CruiserCustomizing.com

KURYAKYN
#9460 Pro-R Air Cleaner, $300
877/370-3604

appropriate fittings to the Hypercharger inner ; -
body and carb manifold adapter. This black plastic velocity ring snaps in place. www.Kuryakyn.com
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